ALtTTEr from a Country Clergy- 


man to his Brother in the Neighbourhood, . 
touching ſome Reproaches caſt upon the 


BISHOPS. 


Dear Brother, 


HE Unhappy Flames which 
have of late been blown up a- 
mong us, by intereſting our 
ſelves in the Diſputes berween 
the Biſhops and the lower Houſe 
of Convocation, and the unkind Reflections 
which are but too often caſt upon the greater 
part of thoſe Venerable Prelates by many 
even of our Order; I conceive to be ſo great 
an Offence ro Almighry God, ſo dangerous 
to the Welfare of our Church and to be ſuch 


a Reproach ro our Holy Religion, that I 


cannot think it a great degree of foggardneſs 
in my felf or in any other, to endeavour 
whatever may lie in our power to compoſe 
thoſe ſad Differences and Animoſities, the 
Conſequences whereof look ſo very fatal to- 


wards us. This is the occaſion of troubling 


you with this Letter: in which I ſhall take 
the Liberty ro excuſe my ſelf from making 


Animadverſions upon any Miſcarriages of our 
Superiours, which ſome of them by Inadyer- 


rency and the common frailty of Humane 
Nature may have fallen into; Thar being a 
Part which I cannot think my ſelf by Duty 
called ro, nor to be becoming a Perſon who 
moves in ſo mean a Sphere as I : and beſides 
I fancy I ſhall find matter enough to fill up 
this Letter in pointing ar the Faults which we 
are guilty of on our fide ; and ſhewing that 
we have taken up very miſtaken Characters 
of very good and excellent Men, by taxing 
them for Actions with which they are no 
ways chargeable, or for which they are no 
ways blameable. 
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I. And indeed it is very diſmal to conſider 
what vile Reproaches are caſt upon the great- 
eſt part of thoſe Reverend Perſons by too ma- 
ny of our own Coat: To hear us ſo frequent- 


ly taxing them as affecting a Tyrannical Deſ- 


potick Power over the Clergy; as being Be- 
trayers of the common Liberties of the 
Church; Mercenary Inſtruments and Para- 
ſites of the Court; Fanaticks in their Hearts, 
and avowed Enemies of every part of our 
Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, unleſs it be the 
fair Revenues which they have che happineſs 


to enjoy under it. For Clergymen to utter 


theſe things in their Diſcourſe both publick and 
private, and to publiſh the like, by Writings, 
ro the whole World; can be no ways ſuitable 
to the Rules of the Holy Religion we pro- 
feſs nor tõ the Character we ſuſtain in God's 
Church; and think I may add, does bid the 
mmoſt defiance to the Principles of the Church 
of England, which beſpeak the higheſt Eſteem 
and Veneration for the Order of Biſhops. 
This is a practice which there is none of us 
ſometime paſt but would have condemned 
with the greateſt abhorrence and deteſtation. 
Let us for once ſuppoſe ſomebody to have 
Propheſied forteen or fifreen Years ago, that 
many of Vs who then valued our ſelves fo 
much upon our Duty and Obedience to our 
Biſhops, and paſt ſuch ſevere Reflections 


upon the undutiful carriage of others, that 


Me ſhould within a few years treat them with 
ſo an unhandſome a deportment, and give them 
all thoſe good complements which have been 
fo freely of late beſtowed upon them; would 
not every one of us have been ready to return 
with indignation that of Hazael, Is 7% ſerv 
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2 Dogg that le ſrou'd u this thing > This my 
good Brother does deſerve a deep and ferious 
reflexion : for theſe Goſpel Duties yon know 
are of Eternal Verity, and will be as true a 
thouſand. years hence as they were twenty 
years ago; nor can I imagine that any one 
of us does think chat a part of our Religion 
can grow in or our of faſhion as peoples 
Cloathes do. If there are no duties owing 
to our Dioceſans we cught to recant the error 
we were in by betraying the Dignity of our 
own Order whilſt we were in time paſt fo 
liberally paying them; or if there be any 
Regards owing, the Methods which have been 
of late taken have been but a pretty odd way 
of diſcharging them. And ſince we are en- 
tred upon this point Iwill begg the freedom 
to recommend to your Conſideration ſome- 
f farther upon it: And let us conſider. 
II. That the very Raillery we ſome of us 
ate wont to exert upon this occaſion, if it 
was not levelled at our Superiors and the 
ground of it was never ſo well bottom' d, is 
a part not altogether becoming our Function. 
We chat are the Miniſters of * Chriſt are 
i more nicely to follow our great 
Maſters Coppy and Example, who when he 
was reviled, | reviled not again. A Chriſtian 
Paſtor can never look with ſo ill a grace, as 
when he aſſumes the Character of a Droll or a 
Satyr. Sarcaſm and art at beſt but 
a ſorry. part of Wit, and I am confident no 
part at all of Religion. We frequently are 
commanded in Scripture to afford to thoſe 
ho are committed ro our charge a ſhining 
Examp!e of Peaceab'eneſs and Re but 
1 cannot obſerve that God has any where 
eommiſſioned Us. a power to inſtruct them in 
the Arts of Taunts and Invectives. This 
vile Trade we know well enough was taken 
up by che accurſed Enemies of Chriſtianity; 
the Lucians, and Fulians and Celſus's had ſin- 
gular Talents this way, and did a great deal 
of miſchief to the 92 by them; bur I am 
at a loſs to find heit received any benefit 
from ill natured Wits. The Goſpel thrived 
well by che meekneſs and patience of its firſt 
Profeſſors, and by ſuch holy ſteps made its 
way over all the Pagan World; whilſt Hea- 
theniſm, which was ſupported by the Drol- 
| dery and Satyr of its Philoſophers, did daily 


event reflect upon himſelf. For the Con- 


looſe ground, till it fell ar laſt into nothing. 
This is argument ſufficient to perſuade us 
that we purſue but very ill adviſed Methods 
whilſt we are carrying on a cauſe chat we are 
willing to have ſucceed, by means which are 
ſuch a reproach ro our Profeffion, which 
ſhew ſo ill an Example to our People, and 
which we have not the leaſt hopes to expect, 
that God Almighty will crown with any 
manner of bleſſing. Now if we would ſeri- 
ouſly apply this, we ſhould have an end of 
ſuch ſmart Books and fine jeſts upon our 
Biſhops ; eſpecially if we conſidered that theſe 
Jeſts are nor only very unmannerly as being 
advanced againſt our Betters, but do like- . 
wile ſhare a great degree of Irreligion and 
Profaneſs : for thoſe holy Perſons, who by 
their Office do bear ſo nigh a Relation to 
our bleſſed Lord, cannot be ſo unhanſomly 
ſported with, without reflecting a Reproach 
alſo upon Chriſt and his Religion. 
III. And as I look upon it a great fault to 
make uſe of ſuch unhandſom Drollery upon 
our Dioceſans, ſo I take it to be a very im- 
prudent and unchriſtan way for us to trum- 
about their faults, altho they were 
guilty of them in thoſe particulars and in 
that degree, as ſome of us pretend. It is a 
kind of à natural Law which the vileſt of 
Men are ſcarce hardy enough to tranſgreſs; 
Not to wilify thoſe of our own Body and which 
bear any nigh relation to us. ole unkind 
Offices are left for ſtrangers only to execute; 
every Wiſe perſon eſteeming it a Madneſs, 
to diſcover. thoſe Defects which muſt in the 


tempt which one part of the Body ſuffers, is 
by an eaſy deduction transferrable to the o-. 
ther. We of the Cletgy are apt to be loaded 


enough of all Conſcience by other people 
without doors, and the Biſhops of the Chur 


do find ſufficient oppoſition from Papiſts, a 
Sectaries; therefore I preſume we Clesggęyme 
are not at that time inthe moſt warrantable 
employment, when we our ſelves are prof 
claiming to the World, what ill actions wal 
impute to our Biſhops. If as a late ingeniou 
Author ſays, that Thoſe Men who read Leſſon 
to Princes how to ſtrain Eccleſiaſtical power 14 
the utmrſt without exceeding it, be Chu 


Empſons and Dudlys, I think, I may as wel 
pe 94, 0 ? conclug 


© for undeniable. a 
| © pleaſed to be quit with theſe Authorities 


.& © themſelves, and call em all a parcel of 
| « Hypocrirical Sparks, that make a world of 
© © {tir with Duty and Obedience till ir begins 
© <ro pinch them, and then they fly in the 
E Face of the kay Biſhops withour fear, 
„ or diſcretion. 
care under a perfect Infatuation ro make our 
ſelves and the Religion and Church we are 
© Miniſters of, a Jeſt and Mockery to theſe 


conclude (if 1 delighted in hard words,) Thar 
thoſe who accuſe the Biſhops of their own 
Church for ſuch ill Men as ſome of ourOrder 


do; are Church Chams and Fudas's for diſco-. 


vering their Fathers nakedneſs and betraying 
their ſpiritual Governours. 8 

IV. In the next place it behoves us a little to 
conſider, before we make too bold with our 


Biſhops Characters; how muſt we grarify our 


common Enemies of all ſorts, and expoſe our 
Morher-Church by ſuch a Repreſentation of 
the Governours thereof, to the {corn and ob- 
loquy of thoſe who greedily watch for ſuch 
opportunities to revile us. Dont = think, 
that this muſt needs give a powerful encou- 
ragement to the ſeveral Sectaries among us 
ro come into the Church, rhe Governours 
whereof they ſee ſer off in thoſe delicate co- 


lours, which ſome of us of late have ſo libe- 


rally adorned them with? What a curious 
Hi *. Engliſh Biſhops muſt we expect 


from t | 
over from Doway and St. Omers; and what 


| domeſtick Anthorities will be vouched to 


make their ſlanders good? It is eaſy enough 
to imagine and common enough to oblerve, 
what fine ſport the Quarrels with our Biſhops 
make among our Atheiſts and Deiſts. Some- 
times they take a handle from Theſe Diffe- 


* rences to expoſe the Biſhops for affecting an 
incompetent Power and for minding no part 


« of their Office ſo much as to Lord it over 


their Fellow-Sheepherds; deny this, and 


ce they call upon the Authorities of many of 
« the Clergy to aſſert it; and then it goes 
At other times they are 


ne would think that we 


prophane Wretches. Bur the higheſt Degree 


© of madneſs is for ſome of us to court the Fa- 
vour of theſe very Men to ſupport us againſt 
our Biſhops, and lay open their Character ſo 
unhanſomely before ſuch Men. Certainly, 


1 


next Popiſh Pamphlets that come 


is to be paid them 


the Aﬀairs of the Church are fafer in che 
hands of the moſt Tyrannical Biſhops, than 


of them who are Enemies to all Religion: 


neither are the Presbyrers like to find any 
extraordinary Redreſs from them, who look 
=_ the whole Function to be Impoſtors a- 
ike. | 7 ! 
Tiis no excuſe to ſay, that this freedom 
taken with the Biſhops is but by way of Re- 
priſal, to be eren with a Writer on the Bi- 
ſnops ſide Who took as great a freedom with 
the inferior Clergy. I muſt confeſs that T for 
my part, and a great many other indifferent 
rſons, never liked that part of that Writers 
Book ; and I rhink- his Cauſe had not been 
the worſe if it had been ſpared. But let him 
anſwer for That Now as theſe Reproach- 
es did not proceed from the Biſhops, fo this is 
the unjuſteſt way of Retaliation to make them 
tuffer for the faults of others: or if the Bi- 
_ had any ſhare in promoting them, our 
Holy Religion has taught us a better Leſſon, 
than to return Evil for Evil. If one part of the 
Clergy have been falſely traduced, we ſhould 
be cautious how we involve the remaining 
part under the fame imputation. What fad 


events will follow upon the keenneſs of 


theſe Diſputes God alone knows; but this I 
am ſure of, that between this Writer and his 
Anſwerer, the Church of England has ſuffered 
more in her Reputation than will eaſily be 
retrieved : for the Biſhops are repreſented in 


ſuch a Dreſs „ one and the Presbyters 


by rhe other; that it wants only the band of 
a Sanders or a Parſons to put them both toge- 
ther; and then out comes ſuch a Picture of 
the Engliſh Refcrmation, as will make us all 
curſe theſe unhappy Diſputes which have g 


-broughr fuch ſhame _ us. 


V. If theſe Confiderations be not of 
weight enough to make us leave off this pre- 
vailing Cuſtom ot aſperſing our Biſhops, I 


ſhall add one more, and that is our Oath of 


Canonical Obedience. Now we all know 
whatCanonical Obedience is, vix. All that Re- 


ſp ect and Submiſſion, which the Canons require 
to be paid to our Dioceſans. An injurious Ac- 


cuſer of a Biſhop, is by the Canons to have a 
perpetual Brand of Infamy fixed u a 
and to be Excommunicated : An Obedience 


in omnibus licitis & bo- 
don, 
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fits, &c. Now I cannot tell how to recon- 
cile an ignominous Treatment and beſpatter- 
ing their Character with the Eccleſiaſtical 
Precepts which we Swear to. Our Guilt muſt 
needs ſtare ſome of us in the Face when we re- 
flect upon this; as having taken no more care to 
diſcharge theſe Obligations which we have 
ſo Sacredly engaged to perform. This were 
a grievous. Crime, tho' there were ſufficient 
ground for theſe Clamours againſt our Dio- 
celans ; eſpecially, to do it in the way that is 
generally practiſed ; but when there is ſo little 
foundation for theſe heavy Imputations, I con- 
ceive it to be ſuch an aggravation of the Fault, 
as we can never be eaſy under, when we ſe⸗ 
_ .rioully lay it ro Heart. And therefore in the 
remaining part of this Letter, I ſhall fer my 
ſelf ro Vindicate our preſent Bench of Biſhops 


from thoſe ps, which either by Un- 
thinking, or Deſigning Men, have of late fo 
plentifully thrown upon them. 


VI. One fault, which is mightily laid to 
their charge, is, Their being of Latitudina- 
rian principles as they are called, that is, no 
hearty friends to out Ecclefiaſtical Conſtitu- 
tion, but are rather inclined to the Diſſenters 
LTenets and endeavour by all means to bring 
the Church to the Conventicle Level; and 
that tis in order to this end they are ſo very 
fond of ſetting a Comprehenſion on foot 
thereby to deſtroy our Preſent Church E- 
ſtabliſument and Diſcipline and fer up ſome- 
thing elſe which likes them better. But what 
a ridiculous calumny is this? to think that 
the Biſhops who enjoy ſo great a ſhare in the 
Churches revenues ſhould be engaged in a 
deſign of pulling it down; this would be 
ſuch a degree of ſelf denyal that their Adver- 
ſaries in other caſes would hardly allow them. 
But how do they know that theſe Biſhops 
have ſuch a diſlſiking to the Eccleſiaſtical ſet- 
tlement ? If Mens principles are to be diſco- 
vered by their words and actions the preſent 


1 Biſhops have both on their fide to vindicate 


them from this aſperſion. Their frequent 
ſubſcriptions to the Articles, their uſual diſ- 
zourle both in publick and private together 
with their Sermons, are all of them in contra- 
diction to what is here objected. There are 
ſeveral of them, who have ftrenuouſly wrote 
in defence of our Conſtitution; witneſs the 


* 
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Caſes againſt the Diſſenters which were moſt. | 


ly wrote by the Pens ot thoſe very Men who 
are thus calumniated. Tho by the way, I do 
not find in my accounts that any great num- 
ber of thoſe who bear ſo hard upon the Bi- 
ſhops and pur ſo much = this Head, did 
give any hand to this noble work: therefore 
methinks it is pretty ſtrange, that the preſent 
Biſhops ſhould commence Phanaricks for 
writing ſo bravely againſt the Schiſm, and o- 
thers ſhould be the only Church of England 
Men for being ſilent under it. As for the mar- 


ters of alteration which were on foot about a 


dozen years ago, theſe preſent Biſhops are 
not more to be blamed for them, than thoſe 
other Biſhops who declared to the late King 
James, that they would be willing to come to 
ſuch a Temper, as that all differences in Re- 
ligion, as far as poſſible, might be compoſed 
among us. This was not thought ſuch an 
Offence when the Reſolution was firſt made, 
and therefore why are they ſo much ro be 
blamed for endeavouring afterwards to make 
their words good? The unlucky diſputes 
which then happened run up Mens Blood ſo 
high, and frightned them with ſuch miſappre- 
henſions of ſome ſtrange deſigns upon the 
Church in chat affair, that thoſe Biſhops ; who 
appeared in behalf of that project, could 
hardly recover the hearty Affections of their 
Clergy ever ſince. And if we confider the 
lowd clamours which have been raiſed a- 
gainlt ſome of their Lordſhips about this Bu- 
ſineſs, one could not think bur that they were 
contriving at that time the very unhinging of 
our whole Conſtitutiun. And yer I am ful- 
ly aſſured, that all that was then deſigned 
was no more then the changing a few Apo- 
cryphal Leſſons for Canonical Scripture. 
Pointing the new Tranſlation of the Plalms 
for ſinging and reading in lieu of the Old: 


making all the Collects agree more with the 
- Epiſtles and Goſpels as was begun tho ab- 


ruptly left of by the Commiſſioners at the Savoy 


in 1662. and changing an exceptionable paſ. 


ſage or two in the other Services. I could 
wiſh their Lordſhips would be fo juſt to 
themſelves as to publiſh the Reſolutions of 


the Committee in Feruſalem Chamber; and 


then I am perſuaded chat we ſhould all be of 
opinion thar their Lordſhips are ſo far from 
| meriting 


riting 


a little hard, that we ſhould bear a 


meriting the Reproach which is for that Rea- 
ſon thrown upon them, that they would ap- 
r to deſerve the higheſt commendation. 
And, ſince People have grown cool upon that 
matter I hardly find any ſenſible Man; who 
tends to find more fault now, than ill tim- 
ing of that Deſign. But by the way, is it not 
rpe- 
tual Enmity to our Biſhops for the ill 2 
of an Action? Nay, this was no more than 
what was before deſigned in the Comprehen- 


ſion Bill in the Lords houſe, which was liked 
vell enough by ſome of thoſe 


ons who ap- 
peared ſo keenly againſt rhe Commiſſion, and 
the treating of that Affair in Convocation 
afterwards; tho upon what Reaſon they 
changed their Opinion, I pretend not to 
ſecret Hiſtory enough to underſtand ; unleſs 
they began to diſlike it, becauſe ſome other 
Perſons befides themſelves, came to rake a 
part in the doing it. 

VII. Another Miſapprehenſion of their 
Lordſhips Actions, and which the generali- 
ty of People at preſent ſeem to be the moſt 
incurably poſſeſt with, is concerning their 
Voting in Parliament always, as it is ſaid, on 
the Government ſide; wherby, tis pretended, 
they give occaſion to ſuſpect, that they are 
not always led by impartial Confiderarions ; 
bur exert their Zeal in that Intereſt which is 
beſt able to reward them with higher Prefer- 
ments. This, I know, is a terrible Cry a- 


mong the Arkeiſts and Jacobires, and ſome o- 


ther unthinking People, who have the Wit to 
be made Tools to their Deſigns; which are by 
weakning the King's Intereſt, and beſparrer- 
ing all Men of high Station inthe Church, to 
compaſs the glorious Ends, they are purſuing, 
of Irreligion and Slavery. But this Imputa- 
tion, Falſe and Scandalous as it is, carries a 
Complement with it, which the Objectors did 
not detign, when they ſay, That the Biſhops 
Vote always on the Court fide. And 1 
will aſſure you. this very Vertue of Conſtan- 
cy deſerves in this Age no ſmall Commenda- 
tion; for we have ſeen ſome others who are 


not Biſhops, to have changed ſides two or 


three times ſince his Majeſty's Acceſſion to the 
Crown ; who never were againſt the King's 
Affairs when any thing was to be got by them; 
and always againſt them, when nothing was 
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the Church and Nation; which He i: 
from appearing ever to have had, that. He hass 


and Conſcience. 


to be loſt by the oppoſition. But why is it 
ſuch a Crime to Vee on the King's fide? 
His Affairs are not the more unjuſt, becauſe. 
He has the happineſs to be able to reward the 
Aſſiſters of them, Nay, I am confident, tho 
ir was out of the King's Power to ſhew any 
further marks of Favour upon any of the 
preſent Biſhops, who are hereby calumniated, 
the King would not have much fewer Votes 

from that Venerable Bench, than He has. 
There's no Body doubts, but that the Arch- 
Biſhop of Canterbury is as hearty in the 
King's Intereſt, and gives his Vote as fre- 
quently on his fide as any of his Compiovin- 
cials; and yet I dare ſay, he has no hopes of 
a Tranſlation, on this fide Heaven. hy 
ſhould we not expect a like Sincerity from 
the reſt? Methinks, their bare Gratitude to 
the King for being advanced by him, ſhould 
ſooner engage them to His Majeſty's Intereſt, 
than to fide with ſome ambitious, and difo- . 

bliged Men, who are known Enemies both ro 
the King, and them too. Bur there is a higher 
Motive which Iam perſuaded the Biſhops are 
ſwayed by in giving their Suffrages in Parlia- . 
ment; and that is, To ſupport the preſent 
Government, on which all our Liberries, and 
Religion depend. And ler me tell you, Sir, 
for all the Talk of thoughtleſs, and intrigue- 
ing Men, the Biſnops have had their ſhare, _. 
and have gone a good way in the ſecuring it. In 
the midſt of warm Diſpures, they have held 
ſuch a Temper and Moderation, and- acted 
with ſuch a ſteady Reſolution for the ſupport 
of the Government, that future Ages will be 


bound to bleſs their Memory for it. There- 


fore upon the whole, it can be no Fault in the 
Biſhops to give their Votes with regard to 
the King' ntereſt; unleſs it can be proved, 
that the King has any Intereſt ſeparate from 

e is ſo far 


all along, under God, been the greateſt Pre- 
ſerver of both. But if it ſhould pleaſe God, 
that this, or any other. King ſhonld ever pur- 


ſue Methods contrary to the Good of Theſe; 


I do verily believe no Temporal expectations 
will engage Men of their Goodneſs and Since- 


rity to act any thing in compliance with them, 


that may be inconſiſtent with their Honour 


VIE. 


o 


VIII. Another Matter there is, which we 


of the Gown do chiefly Quarrel cur Biſhops 


for; and that is, Their hindering the Clergy 
to act in Convocation for Eight, or Jen 
Years together; and when ar laſt, after a 


great deal of Bairing, they were wearied into 


a Conceſſion for their Sitting, they were 
19 ro trump up a Right of Adjourament 

f rhe Lower Houle to all Times, and upon 
all Occafions ; whereby the whole end of their 
meeting is utterly defeated, But I have ſome 
reaſon to be of opinion, that our grounds do 
not 4 little fail us, when we {uppole, that this 
long intermiſſion of a Convocation did proceed 


from any Arbitrary Reſolution of the Biſhops ; , 


for tis not improbable to think, that this 
whole Affair was adjuſted by wiſe and ma- 


ture Deliberation, without any mixture of 


private pique and reſentment, and that all due 
regard was had to the caſe and welfare both 
of Church and State. The Nation had been 


afflicted by a long and expenfive War, which 


afforded neither Leiſure, nor ſufficient Main- 
tenance for the Clergy to ſtay long off from 
their Cures in a Synodical Artendance. Nei- 

ther was it fo proper to venture then upon 
any warm Eccleſiaſtical Diſputes which do u- 


ſually attend ſuch Meetings, at a time when 


Conteſts in the ſtate had raiſed Mens bloods 
but too high already. Afterwards, ſince the 
end of the War, upon the ſeeming deſire of 
the generality of the Clergy, that a Convoca- 
tion ſhould meet, they accordingly did, had 


ſeveral Seffions, and were going upon very 


 * gommendable Buſineſs in both Houſes. But 
alas! theſe noble Defigns were blaſted by a 
Diſpare which aroſe about the right of ad- 
journments ; which the members ef the low- 
er Houſe were prompted to claim, having 
found ſomething in a dark part of Hiſtory, 
and in Regiſters then nor ſo exactly, ſcan d, 
which ſeemed to make in ſome meaſure for 
them. How far theſe few Inſtances of Ad- 
journment againſt thoſe multitudes which are 


3 produced on the Arch-Biſhop s ide will main- 


rain a right; I leave thoſe who -underſtand 

© theſe matters better then my ſelf, ro judge. But 

if the lower Houle have a right of 

ing themſelves ; it is a power which their 
redeceſſors have thought fit very ſeldom to 

claim, it is not pretended more than two or 


adjourn- 


three times in almoſt as many Centuries + 
and why ſhould the Clergy in our times fer 


ſuch a value upon a Right, which our Fore. 


Fathers did hardly think worth the claming 
in theirs ? Tis ſufficient ro remove a bar a. 
gainft their Right, to have claimed it and put 


themſelves ior once in an actual poſſeſſion 


of it, and ſo to leave the nice diſpute of it 
till better times; or if no more be ſaid of it 


in our times, they are ſo far ftom betraying a 


Right which our fore-tathers have bequeath- 
ed as (as tis ſaid by ſome) rhat the laſt Con- 
vocation did as much in that Affair, as can 
be pretended any of our Fore-fathers did. In 
ſhorr, there is no doubt but that the Convo- 
cation may ſit and act if they pleaſe for all 
the Arch-Biſhop's power of Adjourning, and 
the King's Right of Licence, upon humble 
defire thereof; for neither of them both have 
ever given any accaſion to ſuſpect, that they 
will be at any time wanting to hearken to 
any propoſals that may be for the good of 
their Church and People. And when the Ne- 
ceflity of a Convocation in the preſent conjun- 


-ture (as we all of us confeſs) does preſs us ſo 


hard; it is not worth while to diſpute from 
what Authority the power of their Acting or 
their Adjournments do proceed. The lamen. 
table growth of Irreligion, the Abuſes in Spiri- 
rual Courts and the very low Ebb of all Ec- 
cleſiaſtical / Authority do call aloud for Syn- 
nodical meetings, to confider with the utmoſt 


Wiſdom and Application for ſpeedy Remedies 


to ſuch growung Evils: theſe matters require an 
immediateRedreſs, whilſt thoſe other queſti- 
ons will keepCold to a more convenient ſeaſon, 


Now ſiuce the Arch Biſhop had been ſo long 


in poſſeſſion of the Right of Adjournment, and 
his Comprovincials have ſome reaſon ro be- 
lieve thar the lower Houſe by aſſuming this 
Priviledge do prepare a way to an equality 
with their order, and to be a Co. ordinatè pow- 
er with them, they cannot be blamed for aſ- 
ſerting their own and their Metropolitans 
Dignity; and are leſs I think to be accuſed 


for hindring the Adyantages of a Synod:; be- 
cauſe all the advantages which a 


ynod can 
pretend to confer, may, upon the Antient 
accuſtomed way of application to Superiors 
be obtained, without the inſiſting upon thele 
Claims. When the lower Houſe ſhall deſire 


ro 


r 


Slavery from abroad; I hope, we ſhall 


to meet upon intermediate days for diſpatch 
of Buſineſs, and a Licence by humble peti- 
tion asked for, to frame Eccleſiaſtical Laws, 
and theſe requeſts ſhall nor be gratified; tis 
time ro begin a Clamour then, when more 
reaſon is given to think it deſerved, then new 
there has been, Power I know is a ſweet 
thing, and thoſe who hope to have a ſhare in 
it are wont to contend eagerly for it; and 
therefore ir is no wonder that for this Reaſon 
rhe Controverſy is carried on with ſome 
warmth on both fides; but when common 
danger does on every ſide threaten, Propha- 
- nels and Irreligion at home, and 2 and 
ollow 
the example of the gallant old Romans who 
left of their ſquabbles among themſelves, 
whenever they were attaked by their Ene- 
mies; and never reſumed their Conteſts, till 
they were ſure that all was fo ſafe from with- 
our, that a little ſcolding at home cou d nor 
hurt them. | | 
IX. The ar il um which is advanced 
againſt our preſent one and handed about 
to the detriment of their Character, is their In- 


tereſting themſelves in Elections to Parlia- 


ment, and appearing (as is ſuggeſted) for Fana- 
ticks and Whiggs in oppoſition to thoſe who 
are true Sons of the Church and well 
grounded in their Principles too in relation to 
the Monarchial Government of our Nation. 
But why, I pray, have nor the Biſhops as 
ood a Plea to exert their Intereſt in their 
'ountry to ſerve their Friends, as any of 
Lay Lords to aſſiſt theirs? And if chere be 
any thing in this Objection, it arrains the 
whole Houſe of Lords as well as the Bench 
of the Biſhops. The Biſhops have frequent 


- occafioifro make uſe of the Authority and 
Friendſhip of many of their Neighbouring 


Gentry for the redrefling hardſhips which are 
too frequently rhrown upon ſome of their 


| Clergy, and for their beſtowing preferments 


upon others whole merirs deſerve further en- 
couragements ; and can any Biſhop handſom- 
ly refuſe to obtain a few Votes from ſome of 


his dependants for a Perſon to whom he 


ſtands obliged for ſervices both to the Church 
and himſelf > Why, ſhould the Biſhops of all 
the Men in the Nation be abridged of the 
Priviledges of ſerving their Friends upon ſuch 
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a Publick occcaſion? Shall every perry Free 
holder, and ſome who have no pro 
perty at all, be allow'd ro. canvaſe about 
for any one they have a fancy for; and muſt 
the Biſhops who have ſo large Eſtates, and ſo 
much greater Prudence to judge of the firneſs 
of a Choice, be tied up from aſſiſting a Per 
ſon of merit in his Competition? But the 
Perſons they appear for are Whiggs and Fa- 
naticks, And this is all vile Calumny. I do 
not think, there can be an Inſtance given in 
the whole Nation of a Biſhops-appearing for 
any Gentleman, but who is an habitual Mem- 
ber of the Church of England. They have 
never oppoſed. any Gentleman's Intereſt, but 
who has been of known, or at leaſt ſuſpected! 
diſaffection to the Government; and to en- 
deavour to keep out ſuch in rhis juncture c 
Affairs can need no Apology. Every hearry 
Lover of the King and our preſent Conſtitu- 
tion is a Whigg and Fanatick to the Jacobires, 
and this is all the title they have to thoſe ill 
Names which their Enemies ſo unkindly be- 
ſtoẽw upon them. Now tho” the Common 
People ae frequently impoſed upon by ſuch 
flanderous Characters, the Biſhops have ſagacity 
enough to penetrate through the Artifices of 
Malice, and cannor-think it juſt, that the Na- 
tion ſnould be deprived of the Aſſiſtance of a 
Member of Worth and Fidelity, for the ſake 
of a few beſpattering Reflections without 
any ground, | | 
X. And now having I think ſufficient! 
vindicated our preſent Biſhops-againſt-thele* 
imputations by which ſome have endeavour. 
ed to ſully their Character; I beg leave to ſay 
ſomerhing farther to engage our hearty Love 
and Eſteem for them; and to let you under- 
ſtand, that we have Reaſon to bleſs God, for 
raiſing up among us ſuch excellent Fathers 
in the Church, that do ſo eminently adorn 
the high Station they are in, by all the good 
Qualifications which are deſirable for that 
Calling. For? as for their Life and Converſa- 
tion, thoſe that are moſt. calumniated a - - 
mongſt them, have nothing that can be object. 
ed to them upon this account; they having 
all along led Lives of the greateſt circum- - 
ſpection and exactneſs, and ſhewn forth ſhin- 
ing examples of Scbriety, Meekneſs and Cha- 
rity Neither is their Learning inferior to 
| that: 


Ll 
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that of the Biſhops of the laſt Age, and the 
Reaſoning and a Caltfine(s ranning thro them, 
Fas is ſuperior to that of their Predeceſſors. 
That Humility which adorns che Life of every 


Nei the memory of the preſent Age or the 
Annals of former, to ſhew ſuch a Set of Men 
fo famous for their Perſonal Qualifications 


Shops have done. Tlys next ro the Grace 
of God, is owing, I believe, to the long and 
painful diſcharge of their Labours in their 
Pariſhes before their promotion; being there- 
by freed from that high kind of deportment 
which ſome of their Predeceſſors have been 
charged with; who having lived moſtly in the 
Brandure ofa Cathedraical Dignity were train- 
ed up to a Superiority over their Rura! Bre- 
thren, which they did not to be ſure forget as 
their honour increaſed upon them, Nay, Iwill 
yenturetoYay, That when it ſhall pleaſe God 
3 to himſelt theſe good Men whom ſome 
of us do, ſo diſeſteem, that it will not be eaſy 
to find a great many among us, who will 
fill thoſe places as well as they have done. 
Then what a pity is it, that they who are poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſo much perſonal worth, and ſo much 
obliging Condeſcenfion, ſnould find fo unkind 
Returns from many of their own Clergy ? 
This can proceed only trom a fore-conceved 
| prejudice and miſapprehenſion of their true 
| Character, which ariſes not from any juſt 
ground, but, from being engaged in a party and 
tor that reaſon, unadviſedly believing all that 
zs ſaid in their Diſparagement. If this unhand- 
ſome and ungodly Cuſtom do not ſtop in good 
time, God knows whither it will at laſt carry 
us. The antient Hereſies and Schiſns which fo 
ſadly peſterd the Primitive Church; had their 
original from Presbyters quarelling with their 
Biſhops. This gave a iſe tothe Hereſies of Arius 


tiſts. But I hope, the Good God will afford us 
| more Grace andWiſdom than to let matters run 
ſo far. I do not think this Humour to be ſpread 
ſo very wide as to affect any great part of 
our Clergy ; the far greater number I am per- 
ſuaded do ſtick fait to their ancient Principles 
and Duty and have never ceaſedto pay that 


— 


— 


Books which theyhave wrote, have a vein of 
{Chriſtian renders theirs illuſtrious; for I will 


ard raiſed to ſvch an eminency of Sta- af 
tion, that have ſhewed ſuch an obliging Fa- V8 
miliarity to thoſe below them, as theſe Bi- 


and Novatianus, and to the ſchiſm of the Dona- 


, Lendor, Printed and ſold by Jobn Nutt, near Stationers-Hall. 1702. 
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Love and Reſpect to their Dioceſans which 

our Fore-Fathers were ſo hearty in; and that 
ill example, which ſome difobliged Perſons 
have ſer, will (I hope) be ſo far from being 
coppied, that they themſelves will ſee their 
Error and be ſorry for ir. 

But I would not have you miſtake me, as if I 
charged theſe Faults upon the Lower Houſe of 
Convocation, in cheir Diſputes with the Biſhops , 
o I contels, 1 cannot go into Opinion 
gem in all they have advanced; yet they, 
Win 2 Synodical Authority, have a Privi- 
o kemonſtrate upon any Grievances they 


think to be hard upon them, without breach of 


their Duty to Superiours;Or,it Rules of Decency be 
ſometimes tranſgreſt, rhe warmth of the Pilputes, 
they may be engaged in, goes a good In al- 
leviation. But my Buſineſs is to filence, if 1 
could, the eflecting Talk of thöſe, who reproach 
the Biſhops without Doors; which tho they were 
ot the Houſe, they have no Synodical Priviledge 
to excuſe them for. For every Presbyter then is 
upon the Level wich You and me, and owe as much 


Duty and Regard to their reſpective Biſhops, But 


I am afraid, there are the greateſt number of 
Tongues running upon this Theme, that have had 
no ſhare in theſe Difputes; but what — have been 
pleaſed to take to themſelves, without being 
called to it. And I think it is time for all who 
huve nothing to do in theſe Matters, to be quict, 
hen the Chief Managers of tbe Lower Houſe Con- 
troverſy, and all the Worthy Members of the Body 
now mer, ſeem inclined to Peace, and the ancient 
gocd Correſpondence. Now Theſe I think, we 
may boch of us, as cccaſion ſhall-cfter, pur in 
mind of their Duty, without aſſuming an Autho- 
rity which does not belong to us. For Brotherly 
Admonition, is a common Duty of Chriſtianity; 
and therefore to be ſure does not lie out of our 
way, that have the honour to take a ſhare in the 
Miniſterial Function. For if you rake ſeaſonable 
opportunities to ſpeak calmly upon theſe Heads, 
or other, which your ſelt may ſuggeff, where 
you ſhall find need: I doubt not, but in time, 
and with God's Bleſſing, your Diſcourſe will have 
its deſired effect in the Neighbourhood: and if others 
would take upon them to do the like elſewhere 
in the Nation, I am perſuaded we ſhould all grow 
into a good Humour once again. and love our Bi- 
ſhops ast we have done formerly. Thus recom - 
mending you to the Divine Protection, and pray- 
ingrfor good Succeſs in the Attempt you ſhall make 
in the kind I adviſc, or any other Good-work of 
your Calling. . | | 
I am uur faithful Friend, © 


— 


and Brother in Chriſt, &c. $126 


